




S C H O O L  

HISTORICAL COMMllTEE 

Mrs. Orlene Bailey Clayton 
(205) 956-3938 

Mrs. Herstene Bailey Tidmore 
(205) 274-7027 

Johnny Tidmore, Esq. 
(615) 308-2139 

March 24,2003 

Mr. Nonvood A. Kerr, AHA Marker Committee 
State'sf Alabama 
Department of Archives and History 
624 Washington Avenue 
Post Office Box 3001 00 
Montgomery, Alabama 3 6 130-01 00 

Dear Mr. Kerr and the Alabama Historical Association: 

We submit this presentation of facts as recorded, remembered, or lived (some of us now 
in our nineties). Included are photographs and documents as duly required. We hope it 
meets with the requirements. If not, please inform us, and we will do our best to comply. 
Then we will set about raising the money for the marker. 

The topography of the land kept the community and school somewhat isolated. We 
understand. When a paved road facilitated it, more traffic came to the area. The school 
building's materials were used by a son, William J. Bailey, to replace the original home. 
We want to place this marker on the site where the Bailey School building stood. The 
land has always been and still is in the Bailey family, and we can foresee that it should 
remain in the family for generations yet to come. 

We appreciate the opportunity to commemorate Alabama's history. 

Sincerely, 

Orlene B. Clayton 

Herstene B. Tidmore 

Johnny Tidmore 

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 

Bailey School Committee 237 Tidmore Lane Oneonta, Alabama 35121 



HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 

SCHOOL 

Mrs. Orlene Bailey Clayton 
(205) 956-3938 

Mrs. Herstene Bailey Tidmore 
(205) 274-7027 

Johnny Tidmore, Esq. 
(256) 338-1282 

July 6,2003 

Mr. Norwood A. Kerr, AHA Marker Committee 
State of Alabama 
Department of Archives and History 
624 Washington Avenue 
Post Office Box 300100 
Montgomery, Alabama 3 6 130-01 00 

Dear Mr. Kerr and the Alabama Historical Association: 

Thank you for your patience as we have taken the time to write the text for the 
marker we have requested to honor the Bailey School in Blount County. My great aunt, 
Mrs. Orlene Bailey Clayton, and my grandmother, Mrs. Herstene Bailey Tidrnore, and I 
are very excited about this chance to commemorate the site. 

The agreed upon text for the marker is as follows: 

Bailey School 
1893-1951 

Wm M Bailey b1859 in Cherokee Co. AL dl909 in Blount 
Co. AL, settled 40 ac. on what is today's Co. Rd 36 
on W & New Home Church Rd on E. He deeded one ac. on 
SW corner for a school and an adjoining ac. on E for 
a church. He built the first school of logs. He 
brought three small sons from Cherokee Co. after the 
death of his wife and their mother, Julie Law 
Bailey. Wm. met and m. Ollie McMillan in 1887. To 
this union were born ten more children. The second 
,school-two rooms, high ceilings & roof with a 
belfry-was built by the state. Third, built in 1934, 
three rooms, T-shaped, served a bustling community. 
This institution strived to guide children & youth 
toward literacy character-building principles to 
enrich their lives & others. Thus, we mark the site 
with respect & honor to its founder and followers. 

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 

Bailey School Committee 237 Tidmore Lane ~neon ta ,  Alabama 35121 
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Please let me know what changes, if any, should be made to the text, and next 
step in the process. 

Again, we appreciate the opportunity to commemorate Alabama's history. 

Sincerely, 

hL 
L. ~i?, Esq. 

st Office Bo 329 
Arab, Alabama 350 1 6 
mobile number: (256) 338-1282 

cc: Mrs. Orlene B. Clayton 
Saint Martin's Assisted Living 
100 Woodside Drive #933 
Birmingham, Alabama 352 10-2526 

Mrs. Herstene B. Tidrnore 
237 Tidmore Lane 
Oneonta, Alabama 35 12 1 


